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VERITY Updates 

• VERITY has awarded Greg McDermott, MD, the 2022 VERITY Pilot & Feasibility Research 
Award. Congratulations to Dr. McDermott! 

• VERITY announces a new mini course to be held in the Spring of 2023. Check back in to 
the VERITY Winter newsletter for more details. 

 VERITY (NIH-P30-AR072577) is funded by NIH-NIAMS. 

Please visit verityresearch.org for more information. 

Announcing VERITY’s Renewal! 

VERITY recently received good news; the grant was renewed by the NIH! As we cele-

brate our last five years of groundbreaking research conducted by the VERITY Research 

Community (you), we look forward to more exciting work. During the last 5-year cycle, 

VERITY helped produce 160 original articles that have now been cited over 1280 times 

already. The services and skills of the three VERITY Cores (Enrichment, Methodology, 

and Bioinformatics) have attracted a robust and active Research Community. During the 

last 5-years, the Methodology and Bioinformatics Core conducted 185 consultations and 

delivered services to 120 projects. 

      The current proposal builds on the successes of the prior cycle. We are plan-

ning for an enhanced Enrichment Program increasing the focus on under-represented 

minority researchers in rheumatology; a Methodology Core that ensures methodologic 

rigor while incorporating behavioral theory and 

economics into studies focused on racial and eth-

nic minorities; and a Bioinformatics Core that pro-

vides bioinformatic support to better phenotype 

patient cohorts, allowing for studies of social de-

terminants of health. 

      We look forward to continue to help you 

conduct novel research driving the NIAMS clinical 

research mission forward. Please let us know 

how we can help you with your next research pro-

ject. 
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Greg McDermott, M.D. is a third-year rheumatology fellow in the Division of Rheumatology at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital. He is a graduate of Weill Cornell Medical College (MD, 2015) 
and Massachusetts General Hospital’s Internal Medicine residency program (2018). He is cur-
rently completing an MPH degree from the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health with a fo-
cus in clinical effectiveness research. He has a longstanding interest in genetics research and 
multi-system rheumatic diseases. His recent research has focused on clinical and genetic risk 
factors for rheumatoid arthritis-associated lung diseases and predictors of treatment response in 
rheumatoid arthritis. His work with Dr. Jeffrey Sparks investigated the effect of genetic risk factors 
on the timing of interstitial lung disease in rheumatoid arthritis and clinical risk factors for bronchi-
ectasis development among patients with RA. He is also 
working with Dr. Kat Liao investigating reasons for medica-
tions switching in RA patients and genetic markers among 
patients with inadequate response to treatment. He has also 
completed work with Dr. Zachary Wallace at the Massachu-
setts General Hospital investigating lifestyle risk factors and 
serologic markers of disease prognosis in ANCA-associated 
vasculitis. 

Dr. McDermott recently received the VERITY Pilot and Feasi-
bility award to identify RA patients with interstitial lung disease 
using electronic health record data and investigate the effect 
of viral infections on the development of lung disease. He has 
also received a research award from the Spondyloarthritis Re-
search and Treatment Network (SPARTAN) to investigate de-
terminants of diagnostic delay in axial spondyloarthritis.  

***For each issue, the newsletter will feature a VERITY member. For more information, please contact Jackie Stratton 

(jstratton1@bwh.harvard.edu) or visit verityresearch.org to become a VERITY member. 

VERITY Member Spotlight: Greg McDermott, MD 

Check out the Visiting Re-
search Internship Program 

(VRIP) 

An eight-week mentored, summer re-
search program designed to support 

medical student develop their interests 
in research and health-related careers. 

All application materials due Decem-
ber 16, 2022. 

See https://catalyst.harvard.edu/diversity

-inclusion/vrip/ for more information. 

https://catalyst.harvard.edu/diversity-inclusion/vrip/
https://catalyst.harvard.edu/diversity-inclusion/vrip/

