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VERITY Updates
» Don’t forget to submit your VERITY P&F Research Award Application due June 15.

VERITY (NIH-P30-AR072577) is funded by NIH-NIAMS.

2022 VERITY/Brigham Course in Rheumatology Clinical Research

The third VERITY Course in Rheumatology Clinical Research took place May 16" - May
19™ at Brigham and Women'’s Hospital. We created a hybrid format to accommodate travel
restrictions. Despite the logistical complexities with a hybrid format, this year's course
proved to be a great success In refining attendees’ research studies, discussion of clinical
research topics, and one-on-one mentoring. Everyone enjoyed some normality in being
able to collaborate in-person and build community. This year's program accepted 25 full-
course attendees from all over the country to engage with didactic lectures from faculty
and guests, and work towards developing their research protocols and/or specific aims for
a grant proposal. Throughout the four-day course, we were delighted to also have 36
VERITY Community members virtually attending the lectures from 9 different countries on
o different continents. Our 25 full attendees had the opportunity to meet with VERITY fac-

ulty and received feedback on their
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ongoing projects. We were thrilled
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by the enthusiasm from attendees
as they eagerly participated
throughout lectures and worked to
advance their research. We antici-
pate that the success of this year’'s
hybrid model will continue during
future VERITY courses, as we In-
tend to accommodate all those who
wish to participate. We thank our
wonderful research community for
supporting this course and look for-
ward to many more in the futurel
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VERITY 2022 Pilot & Feasibility

Research Award
Don't forget to submit your VERITY Pilot & Feasibility Research Award application.

The 2022 award application is due
Wednesday, June 15, 2022 at 5:00PM ET

Any applications submitted after that time will not be accepted. For additional information
on the VERITY P&F Research Award, please visit http://verityresearch.org/.
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VERITY Member Spotlight: Jessica Williams, MD, MPH

Jessica Williams, M.D, M.P.H is an Assistant Professor of Medicine in the Division of Rheumatolo-
gy at Emory University School of Medicine. Dr. Williams is a graduate of Emory University Schoal
of Medicine (MD, 2015), Emory University Rollins School of Public Health (MPH in Epidemiology,
20195), Harvard/Brigham and Women's Hospital Internal Medicine Residency (2018), and Harvard/
Brigham and Women's Hospital Rheumatology Fellowship (2021). She is passionate about clinical
research to advance care for patients living with lupus, with a focus on diverse and underserved
patient populations. Her research to date has resulted in twenty-four publications and two oral
presentations at the American College of Rheumatology annual meetings. Her recent first-author
publications have focused on increasing diversity in lupus clinical trials, racial disparities in contra-
ception care among reproductive age-women with lupus, and use of an integrated care manage-
ment program to uncover social determinants of health needs among patients with lupus. Dr. Wil-
liams is also a practicing rheumatologist at Grady Memorial Hospital in Atlanta, Georgia, where she
supervises Emory rheumatology fellows in both the clinic and inpatient consult setting.

Dr. Williams was recently awarded a grant from the Bristol Myers
Squibb Foundation Diversity in Clinical Trials Career Development
Program to study clinical trial perceptions and barriers among a
large, population-based, predominantly Black cohort of patients with
lupus and to implement the Phase ||| REGENCY clinical trial for lu-
pus nephritis in a predominantly Black, safety-net clinic setting. She
has also received research awards from the Rheumatology Re-
search Foundation and the American Society of Hematology, as well
as a Health Equity Innovation Program research grant from the
Brigham and Women's Hospital Department of Medicine to imple-
ment a nurse-led pilot clinical trial to reduce acute care utilization and
Improve preventive care among high-risk patients with lupus. Her
other current projects include implementation of a lupus patient navi-
gator program in the Grady Lupus Clinic, development of a lupus
cohort in rural Georgia, exploring risk factors for suicidality among
patients with lupus, and exploring social determinant of health risk
factors for recurrent acute care use among patients with lupus.

***For each issue, the newsletter will feature a VERITY member. For more information, please contact Jackie Stratton
(jstratton1@bwh_harvard.edu) or visit verityresearch org to become a VERITY member.

Please visit verityresearch.org for more information.



