
VERITY/Brigham 2018 Course in Rheumatology Clinical Research 
On Monday, May 7th, 2018, 15 trainees and junior faculty from across the US, arrived at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston, MA for the VERITY/Brigham Course in Rheumatolo-
gy Clinical Research. The attendees consisted of 8 adult and 7 pediatric physicians that attend-
ed the course to refine the specific aims or methods sections of their research projects. The 
VERITY course lasted 6 days with a variety of lectures and workshops given by faculty from 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Toronto Sick Kids and Boston Children’s Hospital. Below are 
photos from the first, successful VERITY/Brigham Course in Rheumatology Clinical Research of 
2018. The next VERITY course will be held in 2020. For more information, please visit 
www.verityresearch.org.  
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VERITY Updates 
 VERITY/Brigham 2018 Course in Rheumatology Clinical Research proved to be a great 

resource for 15 trainees and junior faculty from around the US. Please see more below. 

 VERITY Pilot & Feasibility Research Award was established recently. For more information 

on the P&F Research Award, please see below.  

VERITY Member Spotlight-Leandra U. Woolnough, MD, MSCS 

Please visit verityresearch.org for more information. 

***For each issue, the newsletter will feature a VERITY member. For more information, please contact Jackie Stratton 
(jstratton1@bwh.harvard.edu) or visit verityresearch.org to become a VERITY member. 

VERITY (NIH-P30-AR072577) is funded by NIH-NIAMS. 

VERITY/Brigham 2018 Course Attendees 
 Fatima Barbar-Smiley 
  Nationwide Children’s Hospital/Ohio State Univ 

 Anna Broder 
  Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

 Christina Downey 
  Loma Linda University Medical Center 

 Dinah Foer 
  Brigham and Women’s Hospital 

 Julia Ford 
  Brigham and Women’s Hospital 

 Mark Hall 
  Univ of TX Health Sciences Ctr at San Antonio 

 Karen James 
  University of Utah 
 
 

 Aleksander Lenert 
  University of Kentucky 

 Evan Mulvihill 
  Nationwide Children’s Hospital/Ohio State Univ 

 Erin Penn 
  Brigham and Women’s Hospital 

 Vaneet Sandhu 
  Loma Linda University Medical Center 

 Emily Smitherman 
  Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center 

 Rebecca Tractman 
  Hospital for Special Surgery/Weill Cornell Med School 

 Leandra Woolnough 
  UT Southwestern Medical Center 

 Shima Yasin 
  Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center 
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Yu Z, Yang N, Everett BM, Frits M, Iannaccone C, Coblyn J, Weinblatt M, Shadick N, Solomon DH, Liao 
KP. Impact of changes in inflammation on estimated 10-year cardiovascular risk in rheumatoid arthri-
tis. Arthritis Rheumatol. 2018 Apr 20. doi: 10.1002/art.40532. [Epub ahead of  print] PubMed PMID: 
29676517. [Epub ahead of print] 

VERITY Bioinformatics Core 
Dr. Zongqi Xia is a neurologist and Assis-
tant Professor at the University of Pitts-
burgh who studies multiple sclerosis and 
has a specific interest in understanding risk 
factors for MS relapse and flare.  The 
VERITY Bioinformatics Resource Core is 
customizing CHANL, our chart review tool, 
to assist Dr. Xia in finding notes describing 
MS flare.  CHANL, developed by Dr. 
Tianrun Cai, is a chart review tool that can 
be used to perform intelligent searches not 
only for multiple keywords simultaneously 
but can automatically identify other terms 
and concepts related to the keyword in the 
notes. All identified information can be highlighted and easily be located which dramatically improve the 
accuracy and efficiency of chart review.  Dr. Cai is working with Dr. Xia to customize CHANL to highlight 
terms that are related to relapse and flare in the notes, to facilitate identification in CHANL’s easy to use 
interface to review notes. 

VERITY Pilot & Feasibility  
Research Award 

VERITY has developed a great deal over the 
past few months and continues to expand as 

a resource for many. Along with the cores 
and course, VERITY has established 

the VERITY Pilot & Feasibility (P&F) Re-
search Award. This award is a NIAMS-

supported $20,000 grant that is aimed at 
providing seed funding for new projects as 

well as to offer an opportunity to the VERITY 
Research Community to develop skills in pro-
posal preparation. One grant will be awarded 
this year. VERITY plans on announcing the 

awardee on Friday, July 20, 2018. 

Dr. Leandra U. Woolnough recently accepted a position as an assistant 

professor at the University of Florida Division of Pediatric Rheumatology. 

Dr. Woolnough’s research focuses on defining the role of musculoskeletal 

(MSK) ultrasound (US) in the management of children with Juvenile Idio-

pathic Arthritis (JIA). Her goal is to develop quantitative reproducible MSK 

US measures to identify JIA patients at risk for flare or more severe dis-

ease, facilitating appropriate treatment. Dr. Woolnough received a full travel 

scholarship from the Childhood Arthritis and Rheumatology Research Alli-

ance (CARRA) to participate in the VERITY 2018 research workshop. Us-

ing skills in study design garnered through the VERITY program, Dr. 

Woolnough aims to identify a high-risk JIA phenotype incorporating clinical 

and imaging features that could be applied in JIA clinical cohorts. 
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