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VERITY Updates 

• VERITY at the ACR 2018 conference on Monday, October 22nd at the Meet the Funders: 

NIH & Foundation Roundtable Grant Discussion from 8:30am-10:00am. 

• VERITY External Advisory Committee met on September 21st to discuss the evolution 

of VERITY over the last few months and  potential development ahead. 

VERITY (NIH-P30-AR072577) is funded by NIH-NIAMS. 

VERITY Internal Advisory Committee 

 

On April 5th, 2018, the VERITY Internal Advisory Committee met for the initial meeting. The 
Internal Advisory Committee consists of 8 local experts from around Harvard Medical School 
who have relevant research experience to enhance VERITY (see table below). They came 
together for their inaugural meeting to learn about the range of services offered by VERITY 
and to help us consider ways to: a) enhance VERITY core services and b) link with other rele-
vant resources. If VERITY Research Community members would like to connect with these 
advisors, please let us know. They will meet with VERITY regularly to ensure that our services 
are cutting-edge and relevant for clinical researchers.  

VERITY IAC Members 

• Isaac Kohane 

Biomedical informatics  

• Candace Feldman 

Rheumatic disease clinical research   

• James Kang  

Orthopedic surgery research  

• Julie Buring  

Epidemiology  

 

• Elliott Antman 

Cardiovascular medicine & medical education  

• Elliot Israel  

Pulmonology &  pragmatic clinical trials  

• Sebastian Schneeweiss  

Pharmacoepidemiology & effectiveness  

• Paul Ridker 

Cardiovascular medicine and trials  

Please visit verityresearch.org for more information. 

***For each issue, the newsletter will feature a VERITY member. For more information, please contact Jackie Stratton 

(jstratton1@bwh.harvard.edu) or visit verityresearch.org to become a VERITY member. 

VERITY Member Spotlight - Sara Tedeschi, MD 

Sara Tedeschi is a rheumatologist and clinical investigator in the BWH 

Division of Rheumatology’s Section of Clinical Sciences and an Instruc-

tor in Medicine at Harvard Medical School. Her current research focuses 

on pseudogout, an inflammatory crystalline arthritis. She is working with 

the VERITY Bioinformatics Core to develop and validate an algorithm 

for identifying pseudogout patients using electronic medical record 

(EMR) data. She will apply the algorithm to identify a pseudogout cohort 

within the Partners HealthCare EMR, and will study risk factors for 

pseudogout and long-term outcomes in patients with this inflammatory 

arthritis.  
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VERITY Bioinformatics Core 
The Bioinformatics Resource Core is assisting Dr. Tedeschi with developing an algorithm us-

ing electronic medical records to identify pseudogout.  Some of the challenges to phenotyping 

pseudogout include the lack of an agreed upon definition for classification, and the lack of an 

ICD billing code for the condition.  Thus far, the Core has extracted additional information 

from the notes using natural language processing.  Concepts in the narrative notes such as 

calcium pyrophosphate disease and pseudogout significantly improves the ability to identify 

pseudogout.  The Core will also test machine learning approaches to identify informative fea-

tures for pseudogout from the codified and NLP data. For more information about the services 

offered by the VERITY Bioinformatics Core, please visit http://verityresearch.org/. 


