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VERITY Updates 

• VERITY releases the application for the next VERITY/Brigham Course in Rheumatology 

Clinical Research to be held in May 2020. More information below. 

VERITY (NIH-P30-AR072577) is funded by NIH-NIAMS. 

Please visit verityresearch.org for more information. 

***For each issue, the newsletter will feature a VERITY member. For more information, please contact Jackie Stratton 

(jstratton1@bwh.harvard.edu) or visit verityresearch.org to become a VERITY member. 

Presenting from Afar 

On July 31st, Dr. Beth Wallace, University of Michigan, was the first VERITY member to Present 
from Afar. She presented at the VERITY/SCS Weekly Seminar in Boston, MA, from her office in 
Michigan. Dr. Beth Wallace, MD, MS, is a rheumatologist and health services researcher, cur-
rently a Clinical Lecturer at Michigan Medicine and Advanced Fellow in Health Services Re-
search and Development at the Ann Arbor VA Center for Clinical Management Research. 

Dr. Wallace found VERITY at the Meet the Funders Roundtable at the 
ACR Annual meeting in Chicago in 2018 and has been working with 
Dr. Daniel Solomon from BWH/VERITY. They thought it would be 
beneficial for her to present her aims for an upcoming K award to a 
broader audience. Dr. Wallace used BlueJeans© to stream her 
presentation. Dr. Wallace presented her work using SMART design to 
develop dynamic treatment regimens for glucocorticoid tapering in 
RA. Dr. Wallace’s research interests are in using innovative methodol-
ogies such as machine learning and novel clinical trial designs to opti-
mize treatment outcomes for patients with rheumatic disease. 

This presentation was a success for all, and we would like to extend 
the opportunity to Present from Afar to trainees and other VERITY 
Research Community members across the country. If you would like additional information about 
VERITY’s Present from Afar, please contact Jackie Stratton (jstratton1@bwh.harvard.edu). 
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VERITY Course 2020  
 

VERITY has released the application 
for the VERITY 2020 Course. 

 

The VERITY Course is a free course in 
rheumatic disease epidemiology and pa-
tient-oriented research. Participants will 
refine specific aims for grant or develop 
methods/statistical analyses for ongoing/

proposed clinical research projects.  
For access to the VERITY application, 

please visit  
http://www.verityresearch.org/. 

Dr. Yasin is an academic research fellow (PGY-7) at Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital Medical Center (CCHMC) and is currently pursuing a PhD degree in 
Epidemiology with emphasis on clinical and translational research at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati. She just completed her clinical fellowship in Pediatric 
Rheumatology at CCHMC, during which she worked closely with her mentors: 
Drs. Schulert and Grom on Systemic Juvenile Idiopathic Arthritis (sJIA). Dr. 
Yasin’s first two projects landed as podium presentations at the 2017 and 
2018 ACR/ARHP annual meetings and were recognized with multiple national 
and international awards. Two of her studies entitled “IL-18 as a Biomarker 
Linking Systemic Juvenile Idiopathic Arthritis and Macrophage Activation Syn-
drome” and “IL-18 As Therapeutic Target In A Patient With Resistant Systemic 
Juvenile Idiopathic Arthritis and Recurrent Macrophage Activation Syndrome” 
were recently published in Rheumatology. She is currently working on finding 
new biomarkers and diagnostic score for sJIA as well as risk factors for devel-
oping lung disease in patients with sJIA. Dr. Yasin was an attendee of the 
2018 VERITY/Brigham Course in Rheumatology Clinical Research. 

VERITY Member Spotlight: Shima Yasin, MD, MSc 
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