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VERITY Updates

» Registration is now open for the 2023 VERITY mini course. Please see the VERITY web-
site to register by 12pm EST on Thursday, May 18, 2023.

e The May 2023 VERITY Journal Club will take place at 8am EST on Tuesday, May 23. Dis-
cussion will be led by Daniel Solomon, MD, MPH, and Yakir Reshef, MD, PhD.

VERITY (NIH-P30-AR072577) is funded by NIH-NIAMS.

2023 Spring VERITY Bioinformatics Mini Course

VERITY is pleased to announce the upcoming 2023 Bioinformatics mini course on Natural

Language Processing & Knowledge Networks for Clinical Research. This course is free of cost
and will consist of two 2-hour long Zoom sessions on June 1st and June 8th from 1-3pm.

Our VERITY faculty will present on natural language 2023 Pilot & Feasibility
processing techniques and provide a hands-on work- Award

shop using an NLP tool. These sessions will be followed .
VERITY would like to announce

) . . the release of the application for
applied to clinical research studies. Although all mem- the 2023 VERITY Pilot & Feasibil-

by discussion of knowledge networks and how they are

bers are welcome to attend, course content is best ity (P&F) Research Award.
geared toward junior faculty and fellows interested in All application materials
rheumatology clinical research. due Wednesday, June 14, 2023,
Please visit the website for more information regarding by SPM.

the mini course schedule, how to register for the Click here for more information.

course, and our course prerequisites. Feel free to con-
tact Jackie Stratton, jstrattonl@bwh.harvard.edu, with any further questions.
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VERITY Member Spotlight: Aleksander Lenert, MD

Aleksander Lenert, MD, MS, FRCPC, is a Clinical Associate Professor at the University of lowa
(UI), and clinical researcher in adults with SAPHO syndrome and chronic nonbacterial osteo-
myelitis (SAPHO-CNO), a painful and disabling autoinflammatory disease primarily targeting
bones and joints, with no FDA-approved therapies. His long-term career goal is to develop
into an independent clinical investigator focused on patient-oriented clinical and translation-
al research. Dr. Lenert has been a VERITY member since 2018 and was the recipient of VERI-
TY’s first Pilot & Feasibility Award to develop a natural lan-
guage processing-based phenotyping algorithm for autoin-
flammatory disease cohort building with VERITY’s Bioinfor-
matics Core (Drs. Kat Liao & Tianxi Cai). Currently, Dr. Le-
nert is spearheading a unique prospective observational
study in adult SAPHO-CNO (the SCS study) designed to ad-
dress critical knowledge gaps about disease activity assess-
ments, risk factors for severe outcomes, and influence of
variants in IL-1 pathway genes on clinical phenotypes in
adults. Dr. Lenert’s research is guided by an exceptional
multi-disciplinary mentoring team, including direct mentor-
ship from Dr. Polly Ferguson (world-leading expert in CNO
at Ul), Dr. Daniel H. Solomon (HMS/BWH), Dr. Robyn T.
Domsic (University of Pittsburgh), Dr. Mary Vaughan-Sarrazin (Ul) and Dr. Jonathan Templin
(Ul). Through his work, Dr. Lenert hopes to directly benefit patients and improve outcomes
for adults with SAPHO-CNO.

***For each issue, the newsletter will feature a VERITY member. For more information, please contact Jackie Stratton

(jstratton1@bwh.harvard.edu) or visit verityresearch.org to become a VERITY member.

Please visit verityresearch.org for more information.
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